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Chinese—-English Reminder: Do not Cross Tuoji
Shuidao Without Authorization
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I. Risks of safety Navigation
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CASE STUDY:At 1449 LT, March ,18, 2025, the Marshall
Islands flag bulk carrier "D*" intended to pass through
Tuoji Shuidao. The officer on watch of Yantai MSA
immediately informed the vessel by VHF that the Tuoji
Shuidao is a prohibited area and remind the vessel to
alter course to Laotieshan Shuidao or Changshan Shuidao
for safe navigation. The vessel followed the instruction
and altered course to Laotieshan Shuidao. The later
investigation found the bulk carrier "D*"planned to cross
Tuoji Shuidao, and with the timely instruction of Yantai
VIS , the vessel avoided administrative penalties and
accidents that may be caused by crossing Tuoji Shuidao
without authorization.
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Bohai Haixia is the only sea passage for ships entering
and leaving the Bohai Sea. Miaodo Qundao, located in the
south—central part of the strait, divide the strait from
north to south into Laotieshan Shuidao, Beituoji Shuidao,
Nantuoji Shuidao, Changshan Shuidao, and Dengzhou
Shuidao.
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According to the relevant regulations, the waterways of
the Miaodo Qundao are forbidden for domestic and foreign
merchant ships to pass through , except Laotieshan
Shuidao, Changshan Shuidao and Dengzhou Shuidao (Only
vessels of 200gt or less are permitted to use Dengzhou



Shuidao). If the ship GRT is more than 200, to enter and/or
leave the Bohai Haixia, only the Laotieshan Shuidao and

Changshan Shuidao can be used.
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Ships crossing the prohibited area of Tuoji Shuidao
(Nantuoji Shuidao, Beituoji Shuidao) not only faces
administrative penalties from the maritime department,
but also has the following safety risks.
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1. Accidents of touching and damaging aquaculture. Large
amount of marine farms and rigged fishing nets existed
in Tuoji Shuidao (Nantuoji Shuidao, Beituoji Shuidao)
water area, unauthorized passing through this area might

cause accidents.
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2. Grounding accidents. Tuoji Shuidao (Nantuoji Shuidao,
Beituoji Shuidao) is a prohibited area, the National
Hydrographic Department cannot survey and update the
hydrographic information to date regularly. The
hydrographic information of Nautical
Publications/Charts in this area might be inaccurate.



Unknown rock(s) reported in Beituoji Shuidao, any
unauthorized ship, especially large ships, passing this

area may cause grounding accidents.
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II. Related information in nautical publications and
nautical charts
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CHINA-BO HAI AND YELLOW SEA

BOHAI HAIXIA

DEPTHS i~ METRES
SCALE 1:150000 at lat 38°11°

Depths are in metres and are reduced to Chart Datum, which
is approximately the level of Lowest Astronomical Tide.
Heights are in metres. Underlined figures are drying heights
above Chart Datum. All other heights are above Mean High
Water Springs.

Positions are referred to the WGS84 compatible datum,
China Geodetic Coordinate System 2000 Datum.

Navigational marks: JIALA Maritime Buoyage Systcm
- Region A (Red to port).

Projection : Mercator.

included.

PASSAGE - BOHAI HAIXIA AND

Numerous marine farms exist within the MIAODAO QUNDAO
area of this chart, not all of which are Laotieshan Shuidao {(38*30°'N 121"12°E)
shown. They may be floating or fixed Changshan Shuidao (38%01'N 120°45°E) and
© structures and are marked by Miaodao Haixia (Dengrhou Shuidao)
buoys or beacons, may be Lt i (37T*52°'N 120°40°E) are the oaly chanmels
wiithin 100 metres or navigating within Bohai Haixia where passage is
metres is prohibited. ted. Only vessels of or_.nri:
ted o use Huix
WRECKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS Den Shuidao). For further details
Within the areas covered by larger scale chars, e Sailing  Ln Atteniwon
wrecks and obstructi are not sh the hm'lhlb-mu;.-p-_:n:-
coastal 10 meire depih comiowr. For details of mmmu avigation
these wrecks and obstructions sce the appropriate The Marinery and ADMIRALTY
larger scale ADMIRALTY charts. Sailing Directions.
PIPELINES AUTOMATIC IDENTIFICATHON SYSTEMS
I e il wai O Ak ks e AlLS ransmittcrs on aids W navigaton are ot
vicimty of pipclines shown on this chart. V-ALS will be shown For

details, sec ADMIRALTY List of Radio Signals.

¥R & British Admiralty Chart



Paper chart: Warning information on the British Admiralty
Chart, (e.g. BA1206) states that Laotieshan Shuidao,
Changshan Shuidao and Miaodao Haixia (Dengzhou Shuidao)
are navigable waterways through the Bohai Haixia. It
shall bear in mind that only vessels of 200gt or less are
permitted to use Miaodao Haixia (Dengzhou Shuidao).
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Chart object
Cell: C1411910 ’ Attributes

Drawing type : Caution area  [pformation
Category : AR e
Positional accuracy. Unknown

Quality of position: Unknown  Symbol expl

nal character set

|| through Miaodao Haixia
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Warning information on the ECDIS

Electronic Charts: The following snapshot shows a warning
information on one of the electronic charts (ECDIS) that
navigating is prohibited in the fairways of Miaodao
Qundao, except  Changshan Shuidao and Miaodao
Haixia (Dengzhou Shuidao). Only vessels of less than 200
tons can go through Miaodao Haixia.)
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CHAPTER 3

COAST OF CHINA FROM CHENGSHAN JIAD TO YALUJIANG KOU
(AMNOKKANG KU) INCLUDING BOHAI HAIXIA AND APPROACHES

Scope of the chapler
3.1

This chaplor covers the N coast of Shandong
Bandao from Chengshan Jiao (37°23"-70N
122°42'-18E) o Penglal Tou (37°49"-93N 120°44' 58E),
97 miles W, and the several channals of Bohai Habcas
with thelr approaches, and fhe S coasi of Lisodong
Bandao from Laoctieshan Xijiag (38°43"-64N
121°08°.09E), lo the approaches o Yaku Known

Flow. A branch of the Tsushima wamn current sols
N into Huang Hai (Yellow Sea) al an aveiage iale of
0-1kn, being at s strongest in summer. A small part

THROUGH ROUTES — CHENGSHAN JIAD TO BOHAI HADIA

General mformation

;.?m

The areas covered in this secbon are Ihe direct
offshore foutes from the TSS precautionary area N of
Chengshan Jiao to Misodao Haixia, Changshan
Shuidao and Lactieshan Shuidao, the livee channeis
through Bohai Haa that are parmited for forgign
vessels, see 36 Il s armanged &5 follows

Foreign wessels are permitted o use only three of
the channels through Bohal Haixia as follows:
Changshan Shuideo (3.10),
Lactieshan Shuidao (330§ lo the N of Miaodeo
Gundao, and;
Minodao Haixia (3.133); vessels of 200 gt or kess
only are permilied o use this channel

a7
VTSz are in oporsbion for Chengshan Jiso [2.173),
Changshan Shuidao (3.10), Laokeshan Shuidao (3.30)
and afe compulsory for most vesssls  Use tha
Yantsi VTS (397), Beichangshan Shuidao VTS or

Dalian VTS is compulsory for vessels passing through
s wea For delals see ADMIRALTY List of Radio
Signais Volume 65)

Traffic regulations

Restricted areas. Anchoring and fishing are
prohibded due to presence of submarine cables in

Lactioshan Xijiao Light (38°43'64N
121°08"09E) and to St miles W.

KR AEEIE®E NP32B HLE
ADMIRALTY Sailing Directions NP32B



Sailing Direction: ADMIRALTY Sailing Directions NP32B
states that foreign vessels are permitted to use only
three of the channels through Bohai Haixia as
follows:Changshan Shuidao,Laotieshan Shuidao in the
northern part of the Miaodao Qundao and; Miaodao Haixia;
vessels of 200 gt or less only are pemitted to use this
channel.)

HingEZL2EER
Other maritime safety information

VH & \mE RA TN E T R ALK E 7], KA T £ & MmAT
& (NW Fofig@ & (NTM) , %z 2017 4 NWSD0434. NTM
NO. 068, 2020 4 NTM NO. 0519, 2022 4 NW SD00SS.

Yantai MSA has issued a number of navigational
warnings (N\W) and notices to mariners (NIM) in response
to the problem of foreign vessels illegally crossing
Tuoji Shuidao, such as NW SD0434, 2017, NTM NO. 068, NTM
NO. 0519, 2020, and NW SD0088. (2017 NW SD0434) (NTM NO. 068)
(2020 NTM NO. 0519) (2022 NW SD008S8)
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TTING ]S PROHIEITED IN THE FAIRWAYS OF MIAODAD ARCHIPELAGD ENCEFT CHANGSHAN CHANNEL AND

DENGZHOU CHAYMEL . ONLY VESSELS OF LESS THAN 200TONS CAN GO THROUGH M STRAIT
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BEITUOJI CHANNEL PASSING THROUGH PROHIBI "
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BOHAI STRAIT, MIADDAD ARCHIPELAGO, BEITUCUI CHANNEL NOT OPEN.
PASSING THROUGH PROHIBITED.
SHANDONG MSA CHIMNA,

ER TEHEE zEmO

(2022 NW SD0088)

W EE LR RSB “Tuoji Dao-Dagin Dao
Recommended Route” Z 3¢ “FAHLG - AWK T "7 [ &% @2y
HFAE, FEFRWIKEEMRXWERFME. (FLT4E
ARFEMEN REEF (TRE) EAtE (2023) 0738 5)
"Tuoji Dao—Daqin Dao Recommended Route" shown on the
chart of some foreign ships refers to the recommended



route for land-island transportation of "Tuoji Dao-Dagin
Dao", which is not a recommended route through the
restricted area of Tuoji Shuidao. (For details, please

refer to the "Notice of Navigation" of Shandong MSA of
the People's Republic of China, Luhangtong [2023] No.
0738)
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III: Analysis of causes
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1. Foreign vessels are unfamiliar with the prohibition
of navigation in waterways. According to analysis of
record, Ships crossing the Tuoji Shuidao (Nantuoji
Shuidao, Beituoji Shuidao) prohibited zone are all

foreign ships. This prohibition rule is well known to



Chinese ships and crew, The crew of foreign vessels are
unfamiliar with the relevant regulations on the
prohibition of navigation in this waterway, and
occasionally enter or cross the prohibited area without

authorization.
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2. The navigational notes display on electronic charts
are not intuitive. And most large ships have two sets of
ECDIS in replace of paper charts. Comparison with paper
charts, the navigational notes placed in thedrop—down
menu display on ECDIS are not intuitive , which is often
easily ignored by the crews.
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3. Difficulty of understanding the names of water in
Chinese pinyin marked on ECDIS. The geographical names
in many British admiralty publications use Chinese pinyin
instead of corresponding English translations, and the
names of islands, waterways, straits, etc. are all
identified in Chinese pinyin system. For foreign crews, it
is not easy to find the names meaning of QUNDAO, SHUIDAO,
HAIXIA, etc. from the complex ECDIS interface.
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4. For avoidance of military exercises or heavy fishing
area and mistakenly entering the prohibition
zone. Unscheduled Military exercises are frequently
conducted in the Bohai Sea and the northern Yellow Sea,

The ship may seek alternative routes to avoid the

congestion or delays that may result from such activities.
During the fishing season, there are large numbers of
fishing vessels in the Bohai Haixia and the northern part

of the Yellow Sea, and ships may seek alternative routes

if they anticipate the presence of large numbers of

fishing vessels through Laotieshan Shuidao or Changshan
Shuidao.

M. MxEER

IV. Relevant legal responsibilities
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According to article 44 of MARITIME TRAFFIC SAFETY LAW
OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA, No vessel may enter
or pass through a prohibited navigation area in violation

of the provisions.
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Paragraph 7 of Article 103 sets out the penalties for
entering or passing through a prohibited navigation zone
in violation of the provisions: impose a fine of not less
than 20,000 yuan but not more than 200,000 yuan on its
owner, operator or manager, and impose a fine of not less
than 2,000 yuan but not more than 20,000 yuan on the
captain and crew member liable, and temporarily seize the
certificate of competency for 3 to 12 months; if the
circumstances are serious, the certificate of competency

of the captain or crew member liable shall be revoked.



